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The Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare (MHLW) has officially confirmed the 
number of households affected is not less than 1.0 million without water as of 23:30 
JST of 17 Thursday March 2011. The details are as the following table: 
  
 
<Water Supply’s Disruption Conditions by Prefectures in Japan> 

Name of Prefecture Water Supply’s Disruption Condition 
Aomori 15 households 
Iwate     80,000 
Miyagi    450,000 
Fukushima    230,000 
Akita      1,400 
Yamagata        110 
Ibaragi    130,000 
Tochigi      5,900 
Gunma          0(restore) 
Saitama          0(restore) 
Chiba     60,000 
Niigata      2,200 
Nagano        800 
Gifu         54 
Hokkaido          0 (restore) 
Tokyo          0(restore) 
Kanagawa          0(restore) 
Yamanashi          0(restore) 
Shizuoka          0(restore) 
Note: as of 23:30 JST of 17 Thursday March 2011  
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In addition, Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO) said on 13 Sunday March it will embark 
on an unprecedented planned rationing of power in its service areas from this Monday 
to prevent Tokyo and surrounding prefectures from experiencing massive blackouts in 
the wake of powerful earthquake that hit Japan and crippled some nuclear power 
plants. The measure, to last until the end of this April, came after minister of Economy, 
Trade and Industry, Banri Kaieda said Japan’s quake-hit eastern and northeastern areas 
may fall into an “abnormal” situation involving a shortage in electricity supply and 
urged large companies to limit electricity use. Tohoku Electric Power Co. may also 
decide to take such a move. TEPCO and government officials said that the 
region-specific outrages would affect a broad range of things used in everyday life such 
as traffic signals, medical institutions and train operations in the Kanto region including 
Tokyo, possibility result in water supply disruptions. 
 
Masataka Shimizu, president of TEPCO, stressed that his "biggest duty is to ensure the 
safety of the quake-hit Fukushima nuclear power plants,” The Company 's service area 
covers Tokyo, Chiba, Gunma, Ibaraki, Kanagawa, Saitama, Tochigi, Yamanashi and part 
of Shizuoka prefectures. According to TEPCO, the suspension of electricity from this 
Monday is intended to implement from 6:20 am to 10 pm in various parts of Tokyo, 
and eight other prefectures, which are decided into five groups. Each power 
suspension would last for about three hours. About 27 % of TEPCO’s total power 
generation capacity relies on three nuclear power stations in Fukushima and Niigata 
prefectures. Some 45 million people live in TEPCO’s service area. It is difficult to offset 
the shortage by receiving electricity from other utility companies because of Tohoku 
Electric’s facilities have also suffered damaged and electric power frequency differs in 
western Japan. 
 
Meanwhile, there have been a number of explosion and fires at the Fukushima nuclear 
plants in Japan, following earthquake and tsunami. Cooling systems of four of the 
plant’s six reactors have been in trouble. TEPCO runs the plant said it released some 
radioactive vapor at the plants to relieve some pressure. 
 
On 16 Wednesday March, Fukushima Prefecture has officially announced that low 
levels of radioactive material (radioactive iodine and cesium) were detected in drinking 
water in Fukushima City. The levels are less than half the national standard and the 
water is considered safe to drink. 
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